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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, US, VN, UN 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING OF JANUARY 26 
REF: PARIS 02800 

FOLLOWING IS COMPLETE TEXT OF VIETNAM PORTION OF DEPARTMENT 
PRESS BRIEFING OF JANUARY 26. 

BEGIN TEXT: "AMBASSADOR YOUNG S TESTIMONY YESTERDAY BEFORE 
THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE ENGENDERED SOME 
PRESS COMMENTARY WITH REGARD TO WHAT HE SAID ON VIET-NAM. 
PERHAPS IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO MAKE SEVERAL POINTS. 
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AS AMBASSADOR YOUNG SAID YESTERDAY, THE UNITED STATES 
DOES HAVE THE INTENT TO MOVE FORTHRIGHTLY TOWARDS NORMALIZA- 
TION OF RELATIONS WITH VIET NAM. THIS IS A STATEMENT OF 
PRINCIPLE, AND IT IS ESSENTIALLY WHAT SECRETARY VANCE SAID 
IN HIS CONFIRMATION HEARING BEFORE THE COMMITTEE. 

WHILE THIS NORMALIZATION IS OBVIOUSLY IN THE INTERESTS 
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OF BOTH COUNTRIES, A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS HAVE TO BE CLEARED 
UP BEFORE THE PROCESS CAN TAKE PLACE. IN THIS CONTEXT THE 
UNITED STATES DOES, INDEED, HOPE THAT TALKS WITH THE VIET- 
NAMESE ON THE MISSING-IN-ACTION ISSUE AND OTHER ISSUES WILL 
BE POSSIBLE. BUT IT IS TOO EARLY TO DISCUSS SPECIFICS OF 

HOW, WHEN, AND WHERE TALKS WITH THE VIETNAMESE MIGHT COME 
ABOUT. 

WITH REGARD TO THE UNITED NATIONS, AMBASSADOR YOUNGS 
STATEMENT IS IN KEEPING WITH SECRETARY VANCE’S REMARKS 
BEFORE THE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE WHEN HE SAID: "WE 
WOULD HOPE THAT THIS ISSUE WOULD NOT ARISE UNTIL WE ARE 
ABLE TO GET TO WORK WITH THE VIETNAMESE ON THE QUESTION OF 
OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS AND TRYING TO MOVE THEM TOWARDS 
RECONCILIATION." 

Q. ON THE QUESTION OF VIETNAMESE ENTRY INTO THE UN, 

WILL THE UNITED STATES STILL BLOCK SUCH A MOVE NOW? IS 
THAT SEPARATE FROM THE NORMALIZATION? 

A. NO. I THINK WHAT SECRETARY VANCE SAID AND WHAT AMBASSA- 
DOR YOUNG SAID YESTERDAY ADDRESSES OUR ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS THE WHOLE QUESTION OF ENTRY INTO THE UNITED 
NATIONS OF VIET NAM. I WOULD NOT WANT TO GO BEYOND WHAT 
THEY HAVE SAID ON IT. 

Q. COULD YOU REPEAT, PLEASE, FRED, WHAT YOU JUST SAID 
ABOUT - I THINK YOU WERE QUOTING MR. VANCE'S - 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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A. YES. I AM QUOTING FROM MR. VANCE'S STATEMENT. "WE 
WOULD HOPE THAT THIS ISSUE WOULD NOT ARISE UNTIL WE ARE 
ABLE TO GET TO WORK WITH THE VIETNAMESE ON THE QUESTION OF 
OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS AND TRYING TO MOVE THEM TOWARDS 
RECONCILIATION," THAT IS A QUOTE FROM HIS TESTIMONY. 

Q. SPECIFICALLY, IS IT THE INTENTION OF MR. VANCE TO 
MEET WITH THE VIETNAMESE HIMSELF IN 60 TO 90 DAYS? 

A. AS I SAY, I DO NOT THINK THERE IS ANY TIME FRAME ON IT, 

B ERNIE. 

Q. WELL, YOUNG TALKED IN TERMS OF 60 TO 90 DAYS. 

A. I UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS REALLY NO SET TIME FRAME ON 
THE QUESTION OF A MEETING WITH THE VIETNAMESE, MARVIN. 

Q. WELL, COULD IT BE THAT WITHIN 60 TO 90 DAYS THAT TALKS 
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WILL BEGIN ON SUCH ISSUES AS THE MIA AND THAT THAT IN TURN 
COULD LEAD TO NORMALIZATION? 

A. I HAVE NO INDICATION THAT EVEN THAT IS WITHIN A SET 
TIME FRAME. I THINK THAT IS VERY LOOSE AND REMAINS TO BE 
SEEN. 


Q. HAS THERE BEEN ANY CONTACT YET BETWEEN THE US GOVERN- 
MENT AND THE VIETNAMESE IN ORDER TO SET THOSE TALKS? 

A. AS YOU KNOW, THERE WERE A NUMBER OF CONTACTS LAST YEAR 
ON THE QUESTION OF MIA'S. 

Q. HAVE THERE BEEN ANY NEW QUESTIONS ON MIA'S SINCE MR. 
VANCE TOOK OVER? 
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A. NOT THAT I KNOW OF. 

Q. DID YOUNG MISSPEAK HIMSELF YESTERDAY WHEN HE SPOKE 
ABOUT 60 TO 90 DAYS, OR WHAT? 

A. I DO NOT HAVE AN OFFICIAL TEXT OF WHAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG 
SAID YESTERDAY, GEORGE, SO I CANNOT SAY THAT IT WAS MIS- 
SPEAKING; BUT I AM JUST TELLING YOU THAT THE QUESTION OF 
TIME FRAME REMAINS TO BE SEEN, AND I THINK WE WOULD NOT 
WANT TO PUT ANY KIND OF LIMITATION ON IT. 

Q. YOU SEEM TO BE SAYING, PERHAPS IN SOFTER LANGUAGE, BUT 
THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S POSITION WAS THAT VIET-NAM'S 
APPLICATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS WOULD NOT BE APPROVED BY 
THE UNITED STATES UNTIL THE UNITED STATES WAS SATISFIED 
THAT THE QUESTION OF THE MIA'S HAD BEEN RESOLVED SATIS- 
FACTORILY. IS THIS STILL THE POSITION? 

A. OBVIOUSLY THE MIA ISSUE, BERNIE, REMAINS A VERY IMPOR- 
TANT ONE FOR US AND WE INTEND TO RESOLVE IT; AND WE ARE 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALL ASPECTS OF THAT ISSUE, INCLUDING 
THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE RECENT REPORT BY THE HOUSE 
SELECT COMMITTEE. 

Q. COULD YOU CLARIFY YOUR EARLIER STATEMENT? YOU SAID 
WHILE NORMALIZATION IS IN THE INTERESTS OF BOTH COUNTRIES, 

A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS HAVE TO BE CLEARED UP BEFORE IT. 

A. YES. 

Q. SO I MEAN THE POSITION HAS NOT CHANGED. THE MIA ISSUE 
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HAS TO BE RESOLVED BEFORE THERE CAN BE NORMALIZATION IS 
WHAT YOUR'RE SAYING BY YOUR OWN STATEMENT THERE. 

A. THAT IS PART OF THE PREAMBLE, YES. 
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Q. BUT THERE ARE TWO SEPARATE - NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS 
IS DISTINCT FROM ADMISSION TO THE UN. THERE ARE MEMBERS 
OF THE UN THAT WE HAVE NO NORMAL RELATIONS WITH. 

A. AS THE SECRETARY SAID AND AS AMBASSADOR YOUNG REITERATED 
YESTERDAY, WE WOULD HOPE THAT SOME OF THESE ISSUES WOULD BE 
RESOLVED BEFORE THE QUESTION OF ADMISSION TO THE UN IS 
RAISED AGAIN. OBVIOUSLY, WE WANT TO MOVE AHEAD AS QUICKLY 
AS WE CAN. IT IS IN THE INTERESTS OF BOTH PARTIES, 

Q. WHAT ARE THE OTHER ISSUES, BESIDES THE MIA. WHICH 
SHOULD BE RESOLVED BEFORE NORMALIZATION CAN BE ACHIEVED? 

A. I WOULD NOT WANT TO ELABORATE ON ANYTHING BEYOND THE 
MIA ISSUE AT THIS MOMENT. 

Q. FRED, YESTERDAY ANDREW YOUNG WAS ASKED - THE QUESTION 
WAS: "WHEN VIET-NAM APPLIES AGAIN TO COME INTO THE UNITED 
NATIONS, WILL THE UNITED STATES LET THEM IN?” AND HIS 
ANSWER WAS. AND I QUOTE: "I WOULD CERTAINLY HOPE SO. I 
THINK IT IS THE INTENTION OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 
THE PRESIDENT TO MOVE FORTHRIGHTLY IN THAT DIRECTION.” 
UNQUOTE. 

A. THAT IS JUST WHAT I SAID. WE WOULD HOPE TO MOVE FORTH 
RIGHTLY AND IF YOU PUT IT IN THE TIME FRAME THAT AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG STIPULATED, SO MUCH THE BETTER. A LOT DEPENDS ON THE 
VIETNAMESE, OBVIOUSLY. 

Q. WELL, YOU PUT THE "FORTHRIGHTLY" ON THE NORMALIZATION 
OF RELATIONS. AND THE QUESTION HE WAS ANSWERING HAD TO DO 
WITH UNITED NATIONS ADMISSION. DOES THE UNITED STATES 
INTEND TO USE - 

A. AS I SAY, I DO NOT HAVE IN FRONT OF ME THE FULL TEXT OF 
WHAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG SAID YESTERDAY. I AM SPEAKING MAIN- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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LY FROM THE NEWS ACCOUNTS OF IT. 
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Q. WELL, QUITE APART FROM THE TEXT, YOU SAID THAT THE 
UNITED STATES DOES HAVE THE INTENTION TO MOVE FORTHRIGHTLY 
TOWARD THE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS WITH VIET-NAM. DOES 
IT ALSO HAVE THE INTENTION TO MOVE FORTHRIGHTLY TOWARD THE 
APPROVAL OF THE APPLICATION OF VIET-NAM TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS? 

A. I WOULD GO BBACK TO WHAT SECRETARY VANCE SAID AND WHAT 
AMBASSADOR YOUNG SAID IN A DIFFERENT PLACE IN HIS TESTIMONY 
- NAMELY, THAT WE WOULD HOPE THAT THE QUESTION OF UN 
ADMISSION WOULD NOT ARISE UNTIL WE HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO 
RESOLVE THE MIA ISSUE AS WELL AS SOME OTHERS - AND I DO 
NOT THINK I CAN GO BEYOND THAT IN TERMS OF WHERE WE ARE 
PLACING THE ADVERBS. 

Q. ARE YOU SUGGESTING THAT IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO REACH 
AN AGREEMENT WITH VIET NAM ON DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION, OR 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT, BEFORE - 

A. NO. I AM NOT SUGGESTING THAT. THIS IS ALL IN A RATHER 
GENERAL CONTEXT, DON; AND I THINK WHAT I HAVE SAID PLACES 
IT IN THAT GENERAL CONTEXT, BASED ON WHAT THE SECRETARY 
HAS SAID IN HIS TESTIMONY AND WHAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG SAID 
YESTERDAY. 

Q. IS ANY CONSIDERATION BEING GIVEN TO SENDING A US 
ENVOY TO VIET-NAM TO DISCUSS THESE MATTERS? 

A. I HAVE NO INDICATION THAT CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN 
TO THAT, BUT I THINK THAT WOULD BE PART OF WHAT WE ARE 
TALKING ABOUT IN TERMS OF EXAMINING OUR POLICY AND HOPE- 
FULLY MAKING PROGRESS IN THE COMING MONTHS, 

I HAVE NO SPECIFIC INDICATION, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH AN IDEA 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IS BEING CONSIDERED.' 1 END TEXT. 

VANCE 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 20343 ACTION PARIS 
INFO BANGKOK HONG KONG VIENTIANE 28 JAN 77 

QUOTE 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, US, VN, UN 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING OF JANUARY 26 
REF: PARIS 02800 

FOLLOWING IS COMPLETE TEXT OF VIETNAM PORTION OF DEPARTMENT 
PRESS BRIEFING OF JANUARY 26. 

BEGIN TEXT: "AMBASSADOR YOUNG S TESTIMONY YESTERDAY BEFORE 
THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE ENGENDERED SOME 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PRESS COMMENTARY WITH REGARD TO WHAT HE SAID ON VIET-NAM. 
PERHAPS IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO MAKE SEVERAL POINTS. 

AS AMBASSADOR YOUNG SAID YESTERDAY, THE UNITED STATES 
DOES HAVE THE INTENT TO MOVE FORTHRIGHTLY TOWARDS NORMALIZA- 
TION OF RELATIONS WITH VIET NAM. THIS IS A STATEMENT OF 
PRINCIPLE, AND IT IS ESSENTIALLY WHAT SECRETARY VANCE SAID 
IN HIS CONFIRMATION HEARING BEFORE THE COMMITTEE. 

WHILE THIS NORMALIZATION IS OBVIOUSLY IN THE INTERESTS 
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OF BOTH COUNTRIES, A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS HAVE TO BE CLEARED 
UP BEFORE THE PROCESS CAN TAKE PLACE. IN THIS CONTEXT THE 
UNITED STATES DOES, INDEED, HOPE THAT TALKS WITH THE VIET- 
NAMESE ON THE MISSING-IN-ACTION ISSUE AND OTHER ISSUES WILL 
BE POSSIBLE. BUT IT IS TOO EARLY TO DISCUSS SPECIFICS OF 

HOW, WHEN, AND WHERE TALKS WITH THE VIETNAMESE MIGHT COME 
ABOUT. 

WITH REGARD TO THE UNITED NATIONS, AMBASSADOR YOUNGS 
STATEMENT IS IN KEEPING WITH SECRETARY VANCE’S REMARKS 
BEFORE THE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE WHEN HE SAID: "WE 
WOULD HOPE THAT THIS ISSUE WOULD NOT ARISE UNTIL WE ARE 
ABLE TO GET TO WORK WITH THE VIETNAMESE ON THE QUESTION OF 
OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS AND TRYING TO MOVE THEM TOWARDS 
RECONCILIATION." 

Q. ON THE QUESTION OF VIETNAMESE ENTRY INTO THE UN, 

WILL THE UNITED STATES STILL BLOCK SUCH A MOVE NOW? IS 
THAT SEPARATE FROM THE NORMALIZATION? 

A. NO. I THINK WHAT SECRETARY VANCE SAID AND WHAT AMBASSA- 
DOR YOUNG SAID YESTERDAY ADDRESSES OUR ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS THE WHOLE QUESTION OF ENTRY INTO THE UNITED 
NATIONS OF VIET NAM. I WOULD NOT WANT TO GO BEYOND WHAT 
THEY HAVE SAID ON IT. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Q. COULD YOU REPEAT, PLEASE, FRED, WHAT YOU JUST SAID 
ABOUT - I THINK YOU WERE QUOTING MR. VANCE'S - 

A. YES. I AM QUOTING FROM MR. VANCE'S STATEMENT. "WE 
WOULD HOPE THAT THIS ISSUE WOULD NOT ARISE UNTIL WE ARE 
ABLE TO GET TO WORK WITH THE VIETNAMESE ON THE QUESTION OF 
OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS AND TRYING TO MOVE THEM TOWARDS 
RECONCILIATION," THAT IS A QUOTE FROM HIS TESTIMONY. 

Q. SPECIFICALLY, IS IT THE INTENTION OF MR. VANCE TO 
MEET WITH THE VIETNAMESE HIMSELF IN 60 TO 90 DAYS? 

A. AS I SAY, I DO NOT THINK THERE IS ANY TIME FRAME ON IT, 

B ERNIE. 

Q. WELL, YOUNG TALKED IN TERMS OF 60 TO 90 DAYS. 

A. I UNDERSTAND THAT THERE IS REALLY NO SET TIME FRAME ON 
THE QUESTION OF A MEETING WITH THE VIETNAMESE, MARVIN. 

Q. WELL, COULD IT BE THAT WITHIN 60 TO 90 DAYS THAT TALKS 
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WILL BEGIN ON SUCH ISSUES AS THE MIA AND THAT THAT IN TURN 
COULD LEAD TO NORMALIZATION? 

A. I HAVE NO INDICATION THAT EVEN THAT IS WITHIN A SET 
TIME FRAME. I THINK THAT IS VERY LOOSE AND REMAINS TO BE 
SEEN. 


Q. HAS THERE BEEN ANY CONTACT YET BETWEEN THE US GOVERN- 
MENT AND THE VIETNAMESE IN ORDER TO SET THOSE TALKS? 

A. AS YOU KNOW, THERE WERE A NUMBER OF CONTACTS LAST YEAR 
ON THE QUESTION OF MIA'S. 
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Q. HAVE THERE BEEN ANY NEW QUESTIONS ON MIA'S SINCE MR. 
VANCE TOOK OVER? 

A. NOT THAT I KNOW OF. 

Q. DID YOUNG MISSPEAK HIMSELF YESTERDAY WHEN HE SPOKE 
ABOUT 60 TO 90 DAYS, OR WHAT? 

A. I DO NOT HAVE AN OFFICIAL TEXT OF WHAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG 
SAID YESTERDAY, GEORGE, SO I CANNOT SAY THAT IT WAS MIS- 
SPEAKING; BUT I AM JUST TELLING YOU THAT THE QUESTION OF 
TIME FRAME REMAINS TO BE SEEN, AND I THINK WE WOULD NOT 
WANT TO PUT ANY KIND OF LIMITATION ON IT. 

Q. YOU SEEM TO BE SAYING, PERHAPS IN SOFTER LANGUAGE, BUT 
THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION'S POSITION WAS THAT VIET-NAM'S 
APPLICATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS WOULD NOT BE APPROVED BY 
THE UNITED STATES UNTIL THE UNITED STATES WAS SATISFIED 
THAT THE QUESTION OF THE MIA'S HAD BEEN RESOLVED SATIS- 
FACTORILY. IS THIS STILL THE POSITION? 

A. OBVIOUSLY THE MIA ISSUE, BERNIE, REMAINS A VERY IMPOR- 
TANT ONE FOR US AND WE INTEND TO RESOLVE IT; AND WE ARE 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALL ASPECTS OF THAT ISSUE, INCLUDING 
THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE RECENT REPORT BY THE HOUSE 
SELECT COMMITTEE. 

Q. COULD YOU CLARIFY YOUR EARLIER STATEMENT? YOU SAID 
WHILE NORMALIZATION IS IN THE INTERESTS OF BOTH COUNTRIES, 

A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS HAVE TO BE CLEARED UP BEFORE IT. 

A. YES. 

Q. SO I MEAN THE POSITION HAS NOT CHANGED. THE MIA ISSUE 
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HAS TO BE RESOLVED BEFORE THERE CAN BE NORMALIZATION IS 
WHAT YOUR'RE SAYING BY YOUR OWN STATEMENT THERE. 
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A. THAT IS PART OF THE PREAMBLE, YES. 

Q. BUT THERE ARE TWO SEPARATE - NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS 
IS DISTINCT FROM ADMISSION TO THE UN. THERE ARE MEMBERS 
OF THE UN THAT WE HAVE NO NORMAL RELATIONS WITH. 

A. AS THE SECRETARY SAID AND AS AMBASSADOR YOUNG REITERATED 
YESTERDAY, WE WOULD HOPE THAT SOME OF THESE ISSUES WOULD BE 
RESOLVED BEFORE THE QUESTION OF ADMISSION TO THE UN IS 
RAISED AGAIN. OBVIOUSLY, WE WANT TO MOVE AHEAD AS QUICKLY 
AS WE CAN. IT IS IN THE INTERESTS OF BOTH PARTIES, 

Q. WHAT ARE THE OTHER ISSUES, BESIDES THE MIA. WHICH 
SHOULD BE RESOLVED BEFORE NORMALIZATION CAN BE ACHIEVED? 

A. I WOULD NOT WANT TO ELABORATE ON ANYTHING BEYOND THE 
MIA ISSUE AT THIS MOMENT. 

Q. FRED, YESTERDAY ANDREW YOUNG WAS ASKED - THE QUESTION 
WAS: "WHEN VIET-NAM APPLIES AGAIN TO COME INTO THE UNITED 
NATIONS, WILL THE UNITED STATES LET THEM IN?” AND HIS 
ANSWER WAS. AND I QUOTE: "I WOULD CERTAINLY HOPE SO. I 
THINK IT IS THE INTENTION OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND 
THE PRESIDENT TO MOVE FORTHRIGHTLY IN THAT DIRECTION.” 
UNQUOTE. 

A. THAT IS JUST WHAT I SAID. WE WOULD HOPE TO MOVE FORTH 
RIGHTLY AND IF YOU PUT IT IN THE TIME FRAME THAT AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG STIPULATED, SO MUCH THE BETTER. A LOT DEPENDS ON THE 
VIETNAMESE, OBVIOUSLY. 

Q. WELL, YOU PUT THE "FORTHRIGHTLY" ON THE NORMALIZATION 
OF RELATIONS. AND THE QUESTION HE WAS ANSWERING HAD TO DO 
WITH UNITED NATIONS ADMISSION. DOES THE UNITED STATES 
INTEND TO USE - 
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A. AS I SAY, I DO NOT HAVE IN FRONT OF ME THE FULL TEXT OF 
WHAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG SAID YESTERDAY. I AM SPEAKING MAIN- 
LY FROM THE NEWS ACCOUNTS OF IT. 
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Q. WELL, QUITE APART FROM THE TEXT, YOU SAID THAT THE 
UNITED STATES DOES HAVE THE INTENTION TO MOVE FORTHRIGHTLY 
TOWARD THE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS WITH VIET-NAM. DOES 
IT ALSO HAVE THE INTENTION TO MOVE FORTHRIGHTLY TOWARD THE 
APPROVAL OF THE APPLICATION OF VIET-NAM TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS? 

A. I WOULD GO BBACK TO WHAT SECRETARY VANCE SAID AND WHAT 
AMBASSADOR YOUNG SAID IN A DIFFERENT PLACE IN HIS TESTIMONY 
- NAMELY, THAT WE WOULD HOPE THAT THE QUESTION OF UN 
ADMISSION WOULD NOT ARISE UNTIL WE HAVE HAD A CHANCE TO 
RESOLVE THE MIA ISSUE AS WELL AS SOME OTHERS - AND I DO 
NOT THINK I CAN GO BEYOND THAT IN TERMS OF WHERE WE ARE 
PLACING THE ADVERBS. 

Q. ARE YOU SUGGESTING THAT IT WOULD BE NECESSARY TO REACH 
AN AGREEMENT WITH VIET NAM ON DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION, OR 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT, BEFORE - 

A. NO. I AM NOT SUGGESTING THAT. THIS IS ALL IN A RATHER 
GENERAL CONTEXT, DON; AND I THINK WHAT I HAVE SAID PLACES 
IT IN THAT GENERAL CONTEXT, BASED ON WHAT THE SECRETARY 
HAS SAID IN HIS TESTIMONY AND WHAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG SAID 
YESTERDAY. 

Q. IS ANY CONSIDERATION BEING GIVEN TO SENDING A US 
ENVOY TO VIET-NAM TO DISCUSS THESE MATTERS? 

A. I HAVE NO INDICATION THAT CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN 
TO THAT, BUT I THINK THAT WOULD BE PART OF WHAT WE ARE 
TALKING ABOUT IN TERMS OF EXAMINING OUR POLICY AND HOPE- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FULLY MAKING PROGRESS IN THE COMING MONTHS, 

I HAVE NO SPECIFIC INDICATION, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH AN IDEA 
IS BEING CONSIDERED.' 1 END TEXT. 

VANCE. UNQUOTE. 
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